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City of Norfork  

City Council Workshop

November 10, 2009
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor, James Reeves      
                  
Mayor





Recorder/Treasurer             
Jim Reeves




Donna Hinton 
Council 

Jimmy Mincey


     Nina Brewer

      

 Ray Davis




Camille Voelz                                 
     Lisa Harrison
  
      
                Paul Beavers
Guest

Diane Duncan


Doris Daniel

Coetia Bartasch


David K. Miller



Joan Carlsen


Vickie Raub

Mary Paguli


Brenda Morell



And there may be others that did not sign in or names were illegible.

Meeting Notes:
Roll call was taken:  All members of the Council were present to establish a quorum. 
Consent of Agenda:    Lisa Harrison added Brenda Morrel property; Paul Beavers added employee sick leave; and Nina Brewer added Park Curfew.   There were no objections to these changes.
Public Forum:  

Last Months Minutes:  No comments or changes were made.

Monthly Financial Report:  Monthly report for October 31, 2009. There were no questions at this time. 

Unfinished business: 
2010 City Budget Ordinance:  There were no questions or changes to the information presented at this time and it will be on the Council meeting agenda for reading and vote.
Property at 35 Second Street:  Lisa Harrison met with Brenda Morrel, the property owner and asked the Council to reconsider taking action at this time and try to work out a solution with Ms. Morrel.  Ms. Morrel said that she felt that she had been attack unfairly because there were other properties in similar condition that do not appear on the City Council agenda.  She said that initially, she was told that the building had to be torn down and she disagreed with that but didn’t seem to be able to convince anyone from the city that it could be repaired.  Her son was hoping to fix it up and live in it but was discourage by the action of the city and has decided that he doesn’t want to waste his time and money if the City is going to tear it down.  Ms. Morrel has a plan to repair the building and use it as a shop for her business which is making baby clothes.  She is currently marketing her baby clothes over the internet to several upscale stores but the demand has become greater than what she can produce.  She need to eventually employee people to help sew and wants to use this building for that purpose.  She had been laid off for several months and has just recently been called back to work.  Things have just started to come together for her business plan and fixing this building is a part of that.  She said that she did not want Ray Davis to inspect the property because she felt that he would only confirm that destruction of the building was the only option. At the October meeting, the Council had decided that they would proceed by issuing a citation with penalty and let the Courts work out a solution with the owner, however, since that time, she has asked David Miller to give her his evaluation on the building and a repair cost.  After considerable discussion, the council agreed to hear Mr. Miller’s information and asked her to apply for a building permit (good for up to 1 year) to repair and show a good faith effort toward fixing the building keeping in mind that it would involve City Building Inspector visit. If she complies with these requests, the Council will withdraw the citation as long as progress continues to be made. 
New Business:   
Lease Proposal:  Diane Duncan appeared to address the Council regarding a lease on the Home Ec Building for the purpose of starting a day care business there.  She explained her qualifications and intentions providing the City Council would agree to a long term lease situation for that purpose.  She is working with Donna to apply for some additional grants to complete renovation of the interior to meet Day Care requirements.  Mayor Reeves suggested that the terms of such an agreement be determine as soon as possible so that all parties could move forward with definite information.  General consensus of the Council was favorable to the arrangement.  
Bids for AHPP Grant for Home Ec building roof:  Several bids have been received and the Council was asked to help select someone to begin as soon as possible while we still have some nice days.  They asked Ray Davis and David Miller to review the bids and make a recommendation.

AD & D Insurance for Elected Officials:  The Council declined the annual open enrollment option at this time.
Sign Ordinance:  Planning Commission has prepared an ordinance to proactively address, clarify and regulate signs and billboards within the City limits.  The Council offered not comment or changes at this time so the Ordinance will be placed on the November Council meeting agenda for the first of three readings.

Mobile/Manufactured Home Ordinance:  This ordinance is necessary to clarify definitions and eliminate contradictions within the existing code.  The Council offered not comment or changes at this time so the Ordinance will be placed on the November Council meeting agenda for the first of three readings.

Sick Leave for City employees:  Paul Beavers suggested that the City consider allowing city employees to lend and borrow sick leave.  He had called several other cities and employers in the area and found it to be a desirable arrangement.  After discussing the subject, it was decided that it was probably more suitable for employers with a lot more employees.  The City only has three employees that earn sick leave and would try to address an individual situation if needed.  No further action will be scheduled.

Park Curfew:  Nina Brewer said that the sign posted at the park say it is closed at “Dark” but recently there have been several kids playing in the park after dark on some of the nice evenings.  In the summer time it doesn’t get dark until 9o’clock or so but now it is dark at 5:30 and the kids need to be able to use the park as long as they behave.  She said that they are not causing any problems but maybe the City should consider changing the sign to state a specific time.  She also commented that since the city employed a police officer, the questionable activity at the park has ceased.   Park Curfew will be placed on the November Council meeting agenda.
Announcements: 

Volunteer Award:  The City of Norfork has been selected to be designated as a “Volunteer City” and will be recognized at the January AML meeting.


The Citizen Survey:  Has been mailed out and are being returned.
Meetings and other events:
Planning Commission meeting – Monday, November 30, at 5:30 PM   

Pioneer Day Committee meeting – Tuesday, December 1, at 6:30 PM

With all other business completed, the meeting concluded at 8:30 PM.

______________________________

            ______________________________

James Reeves, Mayor




Donna Hinton, Recorder/Treasurer

Seal:
