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City of Norfork 

City Council Workshop

January 13, 2009
Prior to the Council Meeting at 6:15 PM, the newly elected City Council members and the Recorder Treasurer were sworn in by Leon Alexander, Dist. 11 Quorum Court JP. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Jim Reeves      
                  
Mayor




Recorder/Treasurer    

Jim Reeves


               Donna Hinton 









Council 

Jimmy Mincey




Nina Brewer
Ray Davis




Camille Voelz

Lisa Harrison




Paul Beavers
Guests

David K. Miller

Don Davis

Karleen Davis

Ron Ragsdale


Bobby Brewer

Thelma Rorie

Leon Alexander

Mollye Davis


 Frankie Baker

Mike Harrison

Monte Stark

L.W. Gragg

David Voelz

Tom Cromes

Ann White Cromes             Doris Daniel

Sue Prazak             
Diane Park
And there may be others.

Meeting Notes

Roll call – All members of the council were present.  A quorum was present.   

Consent of Agenda    No changes were made to the agenda.

Public Forum:  Sue Prazak asked the new council to consider addressing the care and maintenance of vacant lots.  They agreed to review the issue.
Last Months Minutes:  No other comments or changes were made.
Financial Report:  
Monthly Report:  For the period ending December 31, 2008 was reviewed.  No comments or changes were made.
Unfinished business: 

Open Burning Restrictions:  Camille Voelz stated that she and several citizens have been reviewing the Ordinance that was presented and will provide a revised copy to the other Council members before the next workshop.
City Web Site:  The pros and cons of creating of a City Web site to provide City information to the community was discussed.  The members of the Council agreed to gather feed back from their constituents and requested that it be placed on the agenda for the Council meeting next week.
Ordinance to allow elected officials, their families and the families of City employees to do limited business with the city was presented.    There was some discussion and the first reading will be done at the next Council meeting.
Annexation request from Shipp’s Ferry Area:  The residents from the Shipp’s Ferry area would like to have an indication from the current council with regard to annexing them into the City of Norfork so that they can be grandfathered into the National Flood insurance program.  They are spending a considerable amount of money to survey and publish in preparation for that process and wanted some indication that their investment of time and money is not in vane.  After considerable discussion between the council and members of the audience, a poll was taken of the Council.  In favor of the possible annexation were Jimmy Mincey, Lisa Harris, and Ray Davis; against were Paul Beavers and Camille Voelz; abstaining was Nina Brewer.  
Planning Commission Appointments:  Mayor Reeves stated that the Planning Commission was in need of members due to resignations and terms ending.   It is his intent to appoint Mike Hinton and Vicki Raub and reappoint Mike Logan to fill the vacancies on the Planning Commission.  He asked the Council to provide him with any feed back and requested that they approve these appointments at the January council meeting.
Committee Reports

Planning Commission:  David Miller said that the Planning Commission met on December 16, 2008 at 5 PM.  They voted to appoint Ron Ragsdale as the new Chairman of that Commission.  They determined their goals for 2009 to review and update the Building and Zoning Codes; expand their efforts to promote and improve the general image of the City; work with the NVFD to get visible house numbers on more local homes and work closely with the City Council to improve and guide the future of Norfork.   The next PC meeting is scheduled for 5:30 PM on Monday, January 26, 2009.  The public is encouraged to attend.
Other Information: 

Water Project Funding:  Mayor Reeves reported that he had received word that the funding for the Water Project was scheduled to be distributed in March so we should know soon after that what amount has been allocated for Norfork.

Council Meeting Rules for 2009:  The new Council members should consider establishing some rules/guidelines regarding how their meetings are called and conducted.  He suggested that they will receive some very good information to do that while at the AML Conference.
Council members to meet informally:  Some Council members have requested that they be allowed to meet informally to discuss information or/and work up ordinances that they may wish to address.  Mayor Reeves consulted with Attorney David Shoen at the AML and was told that if they have a scheduled time and place to meet on a regular basis, the press is notified and the meetings are open to the public, they can meet but can not make decisions, vote or take action on any issues.  No minutes will be taken.  
With all other business completed, the meeting concluded at 8:20 PM.

______________________________

            ______________________________

James Reeves, Mayor




Donna Hinton, Recorder/Treasurer

Seal:

